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                                     NEWS RELEASE
Wednesday, August 19, 2009
Dr. Doug Hale Receives Coveted Regents’ Award 
Contact: Iris Foster, Interim Public Information Officer, 552-2806


One of UT Permian Basin’s original faculty members is among 73 initial recipients of the Board of Regents’ Outstanding Teaching Award.   Associate Provost Dr. Douglas Hale, professor and chair of the department of mathematics and computer science, was nominated by UTPB President David Watts after a rigorous campus-level review.  System wide, all of the nominees were evaluated by a committee comprised of experienced administrators, faculty, Regents, and students.


The awards, which range from $15,000 to $30,000 depending on level of experience, are believed to be among the highest in the country for rewarding outstanding undergraduate faculty.  UT System Board of Regents’ Chairman James R. Huffines said, “These awards demonstrate our commitment to maintaining excellence in our classrooms and send a clear message to our campus communities that we value exceptional performance and innovation.”  


The awards program was established by Regents last August (2008) as the latest in a series of UT System-launched initiatives aimed at fostering innovative approaches to teaching, research and commercialization endeavors at all 15 UT System institutions.  The teaching awards programs and the commercialization center will each distribute $1 million in awards over five years, beginning this year.


Dr. Hale had already served as an assistant professor at two institutions before the self-paced instruction concept lured him to apply at UTPB 35 years ago.  After earning three degrees in mathematics from Ohio State University, he spent one year at his alma mater before joining the faculty at Oklahoma State.  About his decision to come to Odessa, he said, “The attraction of being a founding faculty member at a new institution, and having lots of influence on how the mathematics department was set up, impressed me.” 


Years later, this mathematician has earned tenure, become a full professor, served as director of the computer center, lab director during the refurbishment of the Founders Building laboratories, the founding director of the REACH Distance Learning Center, and is currently chair of the department of mathematics and computer science.  He was UTPB’s second Piper Professor, an AMOCO (now Chancellor’s Council) Award winner, and a UT TeleCampus Commitment to Excellence Award winner. Over the years, one of his favorite courses to teach has been the history and philosophy of science which included mathematics.  He helped establish online courses at UTPB and is currently teaching statistics and computer science courses over the Internet.


                                                       -more-

Dr. Hale said he was “surprised” when he received an e-mail from the Regents’ representative notifying him of this honor.  He and the other recipients will be formally congratulated at a dinner with the Board of Regents this evening in Austin.  A full list of honorees and their institutions is available online at www.utsystem.edu/teachingawards/.

For more information, call the Public Information Office at 432-552-2806.
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