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                                     NEWS RELEASE
Friday, January 22, 2010
maya  angelou  to  give  free  presentation  feb. 17
Contact:  Iris Foster, Interim Public Information Officer, 432-552-2805 

World renowned poet, civil rights activist, and Wake Forest University professor Maya Angelou will speak at UTPB on Wednesday, February 17, at 7 p.m. The three-day event has been arranged by the student-led Black Leadership Council on campus to celebrate Black History Month.  Dr. Angelou will speak in the UTPB gymnasium.

Due to limited seating, THIS EVENT REQUIRES TICKETS for admission, although there is no cost to attend.


The first opportunity for the general public to obtain tickets will occur on Saturday, February 13, during the Black Leadership Conference from 10 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (registration begins at 9:00 a.m.) in the Library Lecture Halls on campus.  The conference theme is “Bridging the Gap:  Educate, Motivate & Empower,” and an array of speakers will provide insight during two panel discussions, one at 10 a.m. and one at 12:30 p.m.  It is free, and open to the public.  Those in attendance during the entire event will receive up to two tickets each at the conclusion of the conference.  


Of the remaining tickets, distribution will begin at 2 p.m. on Sunday, February 14, in the Mesa Building lobby on campus.  The free tickets will be passed out on a first-come, first served basis with a limit of two per person.  If any remain at 5 p.m., they will be distributed again on Monday, in the lobby from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Dr. Angelou has read one of her poems at the inauguration of President Bill Clinton, danced with Martha Graham and Alvin Ailey, recorded albums, starred in films, and marched with Martin Luther King, Jr.  She is truly a remarkable and accomplished Renaissance woman, and her visit to UTPB will enthrall students as well as lifelong learners.

Dr. Angelou’s lecture is made possible in part by The University of Texas of the Permian Basin, Humanities Texas, Odessa Council for the Arts & Humanities, Odessa College, and the Black Leadership Council.


For more information, please call the Public Information Office at 432-552-2805.
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