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                                     NEWS RELEASE
Thursday, October 29, 2009
utpb heads avid panel at coordinating board meeting today 
Contact:  Iris Foster, Interim Public Information Officer, 432-552-2806 

The University of Texas of the Permian Basin was recognized for excellence today (October 29) by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board at its quarterly meeting in Austin for implementing the Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) program in two sections of its Freshman Seminars.  


UTPB President David Watts was joined on the panel by AVID Executive Director Jim Nelson, state AVID Director Eileen Friou, and UTPB senior Jonathan Grant Brown, an AVID “veteran.”  For over an hour, these panelists led the members of the Coordinating Board through the statistics and needs of the second quartile of high school graduates, in particular.


Dr. Watts endorsed using the new strategies at the university level by saying, “I think AVID is one of the ways we can take students where we find them and bring them to where they need to be.”


Nelson affirmed that statement when he said, “We have become a college-going culture, but we’ve yet to become a college-ready culture.”


The curriculum of AVID at the elementary and secondary levels was highlighted, and Ms. Friou said now, with UTPB’s entrance into the program, two post-secondary goals had been developed:  

1)  to enhance social and cultural behaviors such as how to approach faculty with questions, how to rely on peers for help, or where the supplemental instruction centers were located

2) to develop academic behaviors such as Cornell note taking and asking higher level questions. 


UTPB has a site team in place consisting of administrators, faculty from all disciplines, and staff who will identify the barriers to presenting more sections of AVID, and make delivery more efficient without watering anything down.  It was mentioned that UTPB offers lots of free intervention, but it is necessary to “take water to the horse.”


After a stirring speech by Jonathan Brown in which he credited his ninth grade AVID class with changing him from a potential high school drop out to a college graduate (degree in communication with honors from UTPB expected in May, 2010), Commissioner of Higher Education Raymund Paredes said, “David [Watts], I congratulate you for having a sense of urgency.”

                                                               -end-
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