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WHAT IS COPYRIGHT?

Copyright law protects original works of authorship
fixed in a tangible medium of expression
Types of original works of authorship

Literary works

Musical works, including any accompanying words

Dramatic works, including any accompanying
music

Pantomimes and choreographic works
Pictorial, graphic, and sculptural works
Motion pictures and other audiovisual works
Sound recordings

Architectural works




EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS

Reproduce copies
Distribute copies to others
Perform the work publicly

Display the work publicly
Transmit sound recordings digitally
Prepare derivative works




WHO OWNS THE COPYRIGHT IN A WORK?

Creator(s)
Employer/Commissioner

Employees in the course of their
employment

Specially commissioned works In
certain categories named by law

A successor or assignee



Term of Copyright

After January 1, 1978, life of the author
(last surviving) + 70 years

If prepared in scope of employment or a
specially commissioned work: 95 years
from publication or 120 years from
creation (whichever shorter)



REGISTER YOUR WORKS WITH THE
COPYRIGHT OFFICE!

Ownership is of public record
Presumption of validity

Must be registered in order to bring an infringement
lawsuit

If you register your work before an infringement occurs
(or within 3 months of its publication), you can be
eligible for statutory damages + attorneys’ fees

$200 -- $30,000 for innocent infringement
up to $150,000 for willful infringement

attorneys’ fees

some court costs



HOW DO | REGISTER MY WORKS?

Go to www.copyright.gov
~$45-85 per application if filed electronically

Fees vary based on type of application, how
many works are being registered

Can include multiple works on same application
In certain cases

To find the current application fee schedule, go
to https://www.copyright.gov/about/fees.html
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To watch application tutorials, go to
https://www.copyright.gov/eco/tutorials.html



https://www.copyright.gov/about/fees.html
https://www.copyright.gov/eco/tutorials.html
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