


The USPTO in FY2021

USPTO headquarters in 

Alexandria, VA

12,963 employees

• 8,073 patent examiners

• 662 trademark 

examining attorneys

• 244 Administrative 

Patent Judges   

• 27 Administrative 

Trademark Judges

Patents
• 650,703

applications filed

• 374,006

patents issued

Trademarks
• 732,007

trademark 

applications

• 337,814

Certificates of 

Registration
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USPTO offices
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Employees:

• Patent examiners

• Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB) judges

• Management/staff

• Office hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. CT, M – F

• Services

– Public search facility

• Available from 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

– Examiner interview room

– Hearing room

– Public meeting space

Texas Regional Office
207 S. Houston Street, Suite 159, Dallas, TX
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Intellectual property

Patent Trademark Copyright Trade Secret



Trademarks:

• Made by “SAMSUNG"

• Product “Galaxy Note"

Patents:

• Camera

• Battery

• Screen

• Antenna

• Data-processing methods

• Semiconductor circuits

Design Patents:

• Home button shape

• Curved bezel

• Curved screen

Copyrights:

• Software code

• Instruction manual

• Ringtone

Trade secrets:

• ???

Can you find the IP in a mobile phone?



USPTO resources



USPTO– Texas Regional Office

• Visit us at www.uspto.gov – Search “Texas”
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http://www.uspto.gov/


Startup resources

• Webpage that serves as a 

one-stop shop for 

startups:

– www.uspto.gov/learning-and-

resources/startup-resources
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http://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/startup-resources
http://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/startup-resources


Trademark Assistance Center

• Provides general information about the 

registration process

• Responds to status inquiries

• 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET, Monday through 

Friday

• Phone: 

– 571-272-9250 or 800-786-9199

• Email:

– TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov
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Inventors Assistance Center

• Provides general information 

about patent examination policy 

and procedure

• Assists with identifying necessary 

forms and completion

• 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET, Monday 

through Friday

• Phone: 

– 571-272-1000 or 800-877-8339
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My.USPTO.gov

• Trademark docket 

– Share collections in dockets with other MyUSPTO

users

• Trademark form finder widget

– Widget identifies forms using plain language rather 

than current form names

– Includes a search box to search the form names

• Next widget: Trademark Electronic Application 

System (TEAS) Plus Short Form

− Initial scope: Intent-to-use (ITU) word marks, TEAS Plus 

fee basis

− Status: Testing ongoing using production data; release 

to the public Q1 FY 2020
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IP Awareness Assessment Tool

14 www.uspto.gov/inventors/assessment



USPTO Patent Pro Bono Program

Nationwide network that assists financially under-resourced 

independent inventors and small businesses.

• Coverage in all 50 states achieved and maintained since August 2015

• Program participants must:

– Have income of 300% below federal poverty guidelines

– Pay USPTO filing fees and costs

– Demonstrate knowledge of the patent system

– Take training course at www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/certpck/index.htm

– Have application prescreened to ensure that there is more than an idea
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http://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/certpck/index.htm


Pro Bono Program organizations
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Pro Bono Program for Texas

• TALA Patent Pro Bono Program

– Located in Austin, Texas

– Programs designed to help participants apply 

sound business practices to protect intellectual 

property, advance careers, and develop income  

– Expanded service to include helping qualified 

inventors and small businesses to obtain pro bono 

access to registered patent professionals

– Contact executive director – Alissa McCain at 

centraltexas@talarts.org
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mailto:centraltexas@talarts.org


Law school clinics

• USPTO’s Law School Clinic Certification program allows 

law students enrolled in a participating law school's clinic 

program to practice before the USPTO under the 

guidance of a law school faculty clinic supervisor.

• Students gain experience drafting and filing either patent 

applications or trademark applications for clients of the 

law school clinic. 
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Law school clinics in Texas

• Baylor Law School

– iplawclinic@baylor.edu

• South Texas School of Law

– patent@stcl.edu; trademark@stcl.edu

• Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law

– patentclinic@smu.edu; trademarkclinic@smu.edu

• Texas A&M Law School 

– patents@law.tamu.edu; trademarks@law.tamu.edu
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mailto:iplawclinic@baylor.edu
mailto:patent@stcl.edu
mailto:trademark@stcl.edu
mailto:patentclinic@smu.edu
mailto:trademarkclinic@smu.edu
mailto:patents@law.tamu.edu
mailto:trademarks@law.tamu.edu


Nationwide network of 

public, state, and 

academic libraries that 

are designated by the 

USPTO to disseminate 

patent and trademark 

information and to 

support intellectual 

property needs of the 

public.

www.uspto.gov/ptrc

Patent and Trademark

Resource Centers (PTRC)
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http://www.uspto.gov/products/library/ptdl/locations/index.jsp


AIR form allows applicants 

to schedule an interview 

with an examiner for their 

pending patent application

AIR form
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http://www.uspto.gov/patent/uspto-automated-interview-request-air-form.html
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“This program brings a voice to the inventor 

that they normally would not have... Thank you!”

• Process designed for issues that arise during patent application 

prosecution; used to get an application “back on track”

• Use on-line ombudsman form at  

www.uspto.gov/patents/ombudsman.jsp

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ombudsman.jsp


Micro entity status

• 75% off most patent fees

• Low-cost submission to establish filing date 

• Micro entity certifies that he/she:

– Qualifies as a small entity (fewer than 500 employees);

– Has not been named as an inventor on more than four previously filed patent applications;

– Did not, in the calendar year preceding the calendar year in which the applicable fee is paid, have a gross income 

exceeding three times median household income; and

– Has not assigned, granted, or conveyed (and is not under obligation to do so) a license or other ownership interest in 

the application concerned to an entity that, in the calendar year preceding the calendar year in which applicable fee is 

paid, had a gross income exceeding three times the median household income.
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Thank you!

www.uspto.gov

TexasRegionalOffice@uspto.gov 

(469) 295-9000


